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August,  1970 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 

Chesham  Urban  District  Council 


Dear  Members „ 

Noise  is  one  of  the  frequent  sources  of  complaint  to  any 
Public  Health  Department , It  certainly  can  be  a general  nuisance 
and  the  Council  has  the  power  to  take  action  and  prosecute.  There 
are,  however,  many  sources  of  noise  which  although  not  of  high  sound 
intensity  are  nonetheless  irritating,  fatiguing  and  a disturbance  to 
mental  concentration.  These  are  subjective  effects  which  need  sympath- 
etic investigation  but  are  difficult  to  measure.  Certainly  in  the 
Department  we  are  always  willing  to  arrange  observations  and  if 
necessary  measurements  of  the  sound  intensity  on  the  spot. 

Road  and  air  traffic  is  responsible  for  most  ambient  noise. 
Following  the  closure  of  Bovingdon  to  flying,  local  residents  have 
had  some  respite  from  aircraft  noise  but  a third  London  Airport 
remains  a potential  future  source.  Noise  metering  of  road  vehicles 
is  part  of  routine  checks  carried  out  by  central  government  and  police. 
Motor-cycles  which  used  to  be  such  noisy  offenders  have  either  become 
better  ” silenced”  (was  ever  a word  more  mis-used?)  or  deservedly 
less  popular.  However,  the  manner  in  which  some  ’sports’  cars  are 
driven  creates  an  almost  equal  disturbance  particularly  at  night  at 
what  should  be  a quiet  time, 

I do  not  think  it  is  generally  realised  that  excessive  vibration 
and  sound  can  cause  deafness  particularly  deafness  to  certain  pitches 
of  sound.  This  is  not  caused  by  the  shattering  of  ear  drums  but  by 
damage  to  delicate  nerve  endings  after  repeated  exposure,  85  decibels 
seems  to  be  the  critical  level. 

In  this  respect  I would  draw  attention  to  the  potential  noise 
from  motorised  lawn  mowers.  The  sound  intensity  produced  at  close 
quarters  by  some  of  these  could  be  traumatic  if  operated  over  long 
periods.  The  noise  produced  by  some  rotary  mowers  might  easily  be 
mistaken  for  a light  aircraft  about  to  take  off.  There  is  also  the 
additional  hazard  to  the  user  from  following  behind  as  he  is,  under 
most  conditions,  breathing  in  the  exhaust  gases  containing  carbon 
monoxide. 

To  my  mind  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  Consumers  Association 
Survey  on  motor  mowers  published  in  the  ’Which’  (March  and  July, 

1969)  Magazine  only  manages  two  lines  in  each  on  noise.  Their 


conclusion  is  however  important  ’’All  the  petrol  mowers  were  noisier 
than  either  mains  or  battery  mowers’’  - I would  submit  also,  more 
dangerous  for  health,. 

Manufacturers  will  in  future  be  obliged  to  pay  more  attention 
to  the  noise  produced  by  their  appliances.  A motor  mower  has  been 
to  some  extent  a prestige  symbol  and  customers  have  not  been  critical 
enough.  Any  intending  purchaser  should  now  ask  not  only  "How  much 
does  it  cost  etc.?’’  but  "How  much  noise  does  it  make  at  the  distance 
from  which  it  is  operated?".  In  other  words  how  much  atmospheric 
pollution  does  it  produce  by  noise  and  by  fumes? 

I would  recommend  that  those  who  appreciate  the  visual  pleasure 
of  well  cut  turf  also  cultivate  the  aesthetic  pleasures  of  mowing 
quietly  by  hand  or  electric  mower.  There  seems  little  logic  about 
pleasing  the  eye  at  the  expense  of  offending  the  ear.  It  would  be 
more  aesthetic  (and  healthier)  to  please  both  eye  and  ear  and  keep 
the  peace  into  the  bargain. 


Yours  sincerely9 


B.H.  BURNE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 
GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  Census  1951  11,435 
Population,  Census  1961  16,297 
Population  (estimated  mid-year  1969)  20,750 
Area  (acres  of  District)  3,489 
Number  of  separate  dwellings  (per 

"Valuation  List)  6,925 
Rateable  "Value  of  Area  (31*12.69)  £979,894 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  1969/70  (probable)  £4,006 


Comparative  Statistics  - 1934  - 1969 


YEAR 

1934 

1968 

1969 

Population 

10,240 

20,400 

20,750 

Rateable  Value 

£56,46? 

£952,772 

£979,894 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£212 

£3,960 

£4,006 

Number  of  separate  dwellings 

3,084 

6,834 

6,925 

2 . VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  164 

200 

364 

Illegitimate  8 

9 

17 

All  172 

209 

381 

Live  Birth  Rates,  etc. 

Che sham 

England 
and  Wales 

Live  births  per  1,000  home 

population( Crude  rate) 

18.4 

16.3 

Area  comparability  factor 

.84 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

15*5 

16.3 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to 
national  rate 

*95 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as 
percentage  of  all  live  births 

4 

8 
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Stillbirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

166 

202 

368 

Illegitimate 

8 

9 

17 

Total 

174 

211 

385 

Stillbirth  Rate 

Chesham 

England 
and  Wales 

Stillbirths  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths 

total 

10 

13 

Infant  Deaths 

Under  1 year  of  age 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

0 

Illegitimate 

Q 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

Under  1 week  of  age 

Legitimate 

1 

Illegitimate 

JL 

Total 

1 

- 

i 

Infant  Mortalitv  Rates 

Chesham 

England 
and  Wales 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  19000 

live  births 

10 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants 

under  1 year  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

11 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants 

under  1 year  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

nil 

25 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

8 deaths 

under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live 

births 

5 

12 
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Che sham 


England 
and  Wales 


Early  neonatal  mortality 
rates  deaths  under  1 week 

per  lp000  total  live  births  3 10 

Perinatal  mortality  rates  still- 
births and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined,  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  13  23 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths  NIL 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births  NIL 


Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

All  causes 

92 

77 

169 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population 

8.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

populations  England  & Wales  11 0 9 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population  (Comparability 

factor  1.19;  9<>6 


Ratio  of  Local  adjusted  Death 

Rate  to  National  Death  Rate  0o81 


The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
corrected  rates  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  the  corresponding  adjusted  rates  for 
any  other  area„ 
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Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  principal  causes 
of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  (8l)  which  caused 
approximately  48$  of  the  deaths.  Deaths  from  malignant  conditions 
(39)  accounted  for  approximately  23$  of  the  total  and  those  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  (2l)  for  approximately  12$. 


1. 

2. 

% 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 
30.. 


Enteritis  and  Other  Diarroeal  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  forms of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury f Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  or  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

ao 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

7 

1 

8 

«B 

6 

6 

mm 

5 

5 

2 

- 

2 

4 

5 

9 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

23 

16 

39 

4 

3 

7 

8 

9 

17 

6 

4 

10 

5 

6 

11 

8 

2 

10 

- 

1 

1 

4 

1 

5 

1 

- 

l 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

l 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

92 

77 

169 

COUNTY  OF  BUCKINGHAM 


G 

fH  O 

<D  *H 

PtO  -P 

o a 

(BOH 
-P  - G 
cfi  H ft 


O 

Pi 


G 

0) 

& 


G O 
0)  -H 
Pr  O -P 

o cd 

<t>  O H 
-P  <*-  G 

G i — I Ph 
« O 
P 


g 

<D 

£ 


00 

G 

<u 

G 

0) 

C5 

a 

3 


OJ 

-p 

cti 

S 

•H 

-P 

CO 


cp  w 

•H 

0) 

P 


G 

O CTn 
•H  vo 
-P  CTv 

C0  i — I 

&g 

P 


G 
O 
•H 
-P 
cd  in  vo 

rj  CON 
GO ) H 
P o 
O 
Ph 


•P 

O 

*H 

a 

<D 


- 5 - 


HHOCT\H*HHtr\^OKNC\] 

COOOOOOOOOOC 

COOOt^03CO»t^QOOV(ncOKV 

O I — It — I 


00  E — ON  "'3"  CTv  o GO 
OVOVOV^J-VO  » KV  VO 
CVi  rH  Ho 


lTv  ^cT  c — O 
O CTv  VO  00 
rH  i — I rH 


Cvl  O VO  C~-  ^ KV  VO 

6 0 0 0 0 * oooooo 

OHCVIlACO«vOOCOOV(Dh- 
CVi  i — I CVI  r~1  i — I 0 CVJrHrHrHrH 


LTV 

o 

CO 


LTV 

LTV 

■'3' 

o 

CVI 


Cvl  vo  O 

fCV  KV 

C iH  vo 


00  rH  ° 
t"-  00  0 
KV  o 


CVJ  ^ VO 
KVCO  O 
rH  CVI 


f—  KV  CTV 
H CTV  KV 
H VO  CVJ 


ooooo°oooooo 

kv  o r-  lcv  ° t — vo  cvl  cvjirvo 

r — CTV  KV  CTV  t — o KVMVO  o c—  vo 

Oi  9i  9>  Oi  ftO  O.  C*  0>  o C*  O' 

VO  i — I CO  *3*  O ° LCV t — H VO  CVI  KV 

KV  i — I CVJ  CVJ  o LTV  i — I CTV  rH 


KV  KV 
CVJ  C— 

crv  o 

Ok  Ok 

t"~  o 

CVJ  rH 


LTV  CTV  t"~~  « 
CTV  l — CTV° 
O KVCVI  o 

O'  o.  o o 

c — ^vo  » 


\J"H  VTKNH  IC\ 
OV  00  CVJ  ^ 00  rH 
CD  CTv  t-—  t — C"-  rH 

O.  O'  o«  o o«  o 

KV  OV  00  ^ O KV 
^ 00  rH 


CD 

o 

ao 


ao 

KV 

O' 

LTV 


o 

rH 

00 

CO 

CO 

CVJ 


KV 

CTV 

Ok 

VO 

KV 

CVJ 


LTV  "H" 
o a 

CTV  O 


rH  VO 

o « 

CTV  00 


CTV  00  t — VO 

o e o o 

CVI  CTV  LTV  f- 


H-t^H  vf-  O CO  KVVO 
rH  CO  CTV  CVJ  O CTV  LTV  CVJ 
VO  KV  VO  CVI  rH  LTV 


O KV  KV  O KV  CVI  t — C — 

9 0 0 0 COCO 

LTV  VO  KV  KV  VO  C — CD 

H H i — It — I i — It — I i — I i — I 


rH  VO  CVI  KV  CVJ  KV  -H- 

C~—  O KV  'vt-  LCV  t O 
CTV  VO  rH  CTV  CVJ  rH  rH  KV 


OOOOOOOO 
rH-^-LTVO  LTV  CVJ  C VO 
C — CVI  CTV  VO  LTV  O C LCV 

Ok  O O'  o.  o o.  O'  O' 

t — CTV  CVi  LCV  O OV  CTV 
VO  KV  t — i — I r — I VO 


LTV  VO  t — CVI  C~— 
O KV  CTV  KV  O 
O KV  'vf  CTV  H 


KV  OV  CVJ 
00  KV  LTV 
O CTV  CVJ 


r— 1 

| 

O 

Eh 


VO  KV  CO  VO 
LTV  KV  VO 


CTV  t — rH 
rH  LTV 


KV 

a 

CTV 


KV 

CTV 

VO 

Os 

CVJ 


vo 

irv 


oo 

CVJ 

LTV 


o 

o 

OV 

00 

CVJ 


LTV 


f- 

cvl 


OV 

o 

co 


oo 

*^T 

r — I 

Ok 

LTV 


CVI 


VO 

VO 

CTV 

o 

CTV 


O 

rH 

CVJ 

Ok 

00 

r— 

LTV 


CTV 

o 

Ok 

oo 

■'3" 


CTV 


KV 

VO 

Ok 

CTV 
[ — 
LCV 


KV 

o 

VO 


CVJ 

•'3- 

LCV 


CTV 


§ 

00 

Ok 

vo 

CVJ 

co 

Ok 

CD 


O 

vo 


VO 


C »»  6 — 


SECTION  II 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

1 . HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


The  Chesham  Urban  District  is  situated  within  the  area  of 
the  High  Wycombe  & District  Management  Committee  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Hospital  Board o 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District  are  as  follows: 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
General 


Infectious  Diseases 
Mental  Illness 
Maternity  Cases 


- Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanitorium,Peppard  Common 
■=  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 

- Stoke  Mandevilie  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
■=  Amersham  General  Hospital 

- Tindal  General  Hospital,  Aylesbury 

- Royal  Buckinghamshire  Hospital,  Aylesbury 
~ Wycombe  General  Hospital 

- Chalfonts  and  Gerrards  Cross  Hospital 
«=  Isolation  Hospital,  Stoke  Mandevilie 

- Sto  John’s  Hospital,  Stone 

- The  Stone  Maternity  Home,  Chalfont  St .Giles 
= Amersham  General  Hospital 


2 • LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories  situated  at  Oxford,  Luton  and  Watford. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

The  Public  Analyst  for  Buckinghamshire  is  Mr.  Eric  Voelcker, 
AoRoCeSo,  F.RoIoCo,  Analytical  Laboratory,  Stuart  House,  1 Tudor 
Street,  London,  E.C.4.  (Telephone  No.  Fleet  Street  9026) 

3 • AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the  Chesham 
Uroan  Distric t oeing  covered  by  the  sub-station  at  Amersham  (telephone 
No.  Amersham  7154)  from  7.00  a.m.  - 11.00  p.m.  The  main  station 
at  High  Wycombe  (telephone  No.  High  Wycombe  21871)  provides  a 24- 
hour  cover  to  the  whole  of  the  area. 

From  the  Autumn  of  1968,  the  Casualty  Department  at  the 
Amersham  General  Hospital  (Telephone  No.  Amersham  4411 ) opened  only 
during  the  day.  Casualties  occurring  during  the  evening,  at  night 
or  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  are  treated  at  Wycombe  General  Hospital 
where  there  Is  a 24-hour  service. 
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4.  MID-WIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  District  is  covered  by  a number  of  district  nurses 
and  mid-wives  controlled  "by  supervisory  staff  of  the  County  Health 
Department o A scheme  of  attachment  with  all  medical  practitioners  .. 
in  the  Town  is  in  operation  and  the  close  liaison  achieved  is 
appreciated  'by  both  general  practitioners  and  the  nursing  staff,. 

The  service  is  provided  by  the  under-mentioned  nurses* 

Telephone 

Attached  to  Name  ana.  Address  of  Nurses  Number 

DrSo  Wise,  Holmes 9 Miss  M0  Bly9  DoN0  9S .RoN.  9SDC  „M„  9 Chesham  2858 

Middle  & Pabre  Shenley  Cottage, 

Ley  Hill „ 

(Also  Health  Visitor) 


Drs,  Howe  & Hutt  Mrs0  B0L0  Fowler 9 3 oRoN0  9S0C oM.  cQoN. 

17a  Berkeley  Avenue 9 Chesham  4191 

Chesham 


Drs.  Widman9 
Heyvood  & 
McMuilan 


MrSo  JoMoS.  Page9  SoRoN. 
17  Russell  Court 9 
Nashleigh  Hill9 
Chesham 


Chesham  4583 


Mrs.  CoH„  Parry 9 S.CoMop 
17  Hillside 9 
Berkhampstead 


Berkhampstead 

3751 


(Male  Nurse)  Mr.  Jo  Jackson 9 Chesham  71309 

537  Waterside p 
Chesham 


5.  CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS 

Child  Health  Clinics  at  which  mothers  can  obtain  help  and 
advice  in  the  care  of  babies  and  young  children  and  arrange  for 
immunisation  are  provided  as  follows* 


Chesham  School  Clinic 
and  Health  Centre 9 
Germain  Street 


* Chartridge  Village 
Hail 


Sessi on 

2.00  pofflo  each  Wednesday 
and  Friday 


3rd  Thursday  each  month 


MoOo  Attends 

Istp  2nd 9 3rd  and  4th 
Friday  each  month 
and  1st  and  3rd 
Wednesday  each 
month 

Each  session 


Chesham  Community  Hall9  2nd  and  4th  Monday  at 
Windsor  Road9  Pond  Park  2.00  p0m0  each  month 


Each  session 
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* Although  situated  in  Amersham  R.D.,  a number  of  Chesham  residents 
form  the  clientele . 


6.  HEALTH  VISITING 


A health  visiting  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
for  health  education  of  the  public  and  personal  guidance  to  families 
seeking  advice . 

Health  visitors  for  the  Chesham  District  may  be  contacted  at 
the  School  Clinic,  Germain  Street,  Chesham  (telephone  No.  3991 )•  They 
are  normally  available  at  this  Centre  Monday  to  Friday,  9 - 10.00  a.m. 
and  4.30  - 5®30  p.m0 

In  recent  years  an  attachment  scheme  has  been  developed 
whereby  health  visitors  operating  within  geographical  areas  work 
in  liaison  with  medical  practices 0 Under  this  arrangement  health 
visitors  are  working  in  attachment  with  nine  general  medical  prac- 
titioners in  the  three  group  practices  in  Chesham.  In  addition, 
health  visitors  maintain  liaison  with  hospital  staffs  and  other 
medical  and  social  workers. 


7.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


This  scheme  provides  for  help  to  be  given  in  the  homes 
of  people  suffering  from  chronic  or  acute  illness  including  old 
age  and  pregnancy.  The  scheme  is  administered  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  the  local  organiser  operating  from  the  School  Clinic, 
Germain  Street,  Chesham. 


8.  CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY 

National  Health  Service  Act.  1946.  Section  28 

A Clinic  has  been  established  at  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital 
and  sessions  are  held  on  alternate  Mondays  between  10.00  - 11.00  a.m. 
Applications  for  appointments  may  be  made  through  the  County  Health 
Visitors,  General  Practitioners  or  at  the  Public  Health  Department. 


9 . PROPOSED  HEALTH  CENTRE  FOR  CHESHAM 

National  Health  Service  Act.  1946.  Section  21 

Discussions  continued  throughout  the  year  on  the  project. 
Although  only  a certain  number  of  general  practitioners  continue 
oO  be  interested,  the  need  for  more  accommodation  for  the  other 
community  medical  services  remains  as  urgent  as  ever. 
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10.  MEDICAL  COMFORTS  DEPOT 

The  Medical  Comforts  Depot  situated  at  the  rear  of  122  High 
Street,  Chesham,  and  organised  by  the  Chesham  Nursing  Division  of  the 
St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  has  again  rendered  valuable  service  not 
only  in  this  area  but  throughout  the  County. 

Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  general  practitioners,  Hospital 
and  County  Medical  Social  Workers,  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses 
and  Midwives o 

It  is  a pleasure  to  give  below  the  interesting  and  informative 
report  that  has  been  received  from  Miss  M.F.  Wheeler,  B.E.M. , the 
officer  in  charge,  on  the  work  of  the  Depot  during  1969° 

"Throughout  the  year  the  rota  of  ladies  organised  by 
Mrs.  J.  Mash  has  continued  to  work  at  the  Depot  on  the  104  times 
of  opening,  and  two  women  members  of  St.  John  Brigade  attended  on 
12  occasions.  In  addition  to  these  normal  times  of  opening,  there 
have  been  many  other  days  on  which  goods  have  been  issued  - illness 
cannot  be  confined  to  Tuesday  evenings  and  Friday  afternoon. 

We  received  1,050  applications  from  invalids  during  the 
year,  and  107  maternity  cases  were  also  supplied  with  goods;  a 
total  issue  of  3»029  articles. 

We  continue  to  add  to  our  stock  those  items  for  which 
there  is  an  urgent  need  for  special  cases,  and  which  would  not  be 
supplied  by  any  official  authority.  One  of  our  deepest  interests 
is  the  supply  of  nursing  equipment  to  patients  in  a terminal  illness, 
where  nursing  at  home  is  what  they  desire  and  also  the  wish  of  their 
relatives.  The  alleviation  of  suffering  which  can  be  given  by  acrilan 
pads,  and  alternating  pressure  air  beds  is  considerable,  and  is  never 
forgotten  by  those  concerned  in  nursing  the  invalids. 

Conditions  in  the  washing  room  have  been  made  a great  deal 
easier  by  the  installation  of  a sink  water  heater.  This  was  put 
in  by  the  maintenance  department  of  the  County  Council  and  has 
given  us  a quick  and  constant  supply  of  hot  water  when  needed. 

The  department  also  placed  a thermostatically  controlled  wall 
heater  in  the  room,  so  that  the  water  supply  no  longer  freezes 
in  severe  weather.  One  is  very  grateful  to  be  spared  the  task 
of  carrying  gallons  of  water  from  neighbouring  premises  - a feature 
of  life  at  the  Depot  in  each  previous  winter.  We  give  our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  County  Council’s  Health  Department  for  the  use  of  the 
building,  and  for  the  amenities  which  they  have  added. 

The  people  of  this  area,  and  many  friends  beyond  it,  have 
sent  wonderfully  generous  donations  and  payments  for  the  use  of 
Depot  goods,  and  these,  with  the  proceeds  of  an  ’As  New*  Clothing 
Sale,  and  the  annual  Sale  of  Work  enabled  us  to  end  the  year  with 
a credit  balance.” 


11. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DENTISTRY 


( a ) Visit  of  Under-Graduate  Dental  Students 

For  the  second  time  a visit  of  fourth  year  dental  under- 
graduates from  the  Royal  Dental  Hospital,  London  took  place  in 
May,  1969.  A very  full  programme  was  arranged  for  the  day  to 
show  them  local  Public  Health  services,  Health  and  Welfare  services 
and  other  community  services  in  the  Town  with  a health  or  health 
educational  aspect «, 

In  view  of  the  length  of  programme  it  wa3  planned  for 
the  visit  to  extend  over  two  successive  days  in  1970 0 

( b ) National  Health  Service  Ac to  1946  0 Section  28 

(Prevention  of  Disease; 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies 

In  the  report  for  1968  It  was  stated  that  the  Council 
had  decided  not  to  go  ahead  with  a previous  decision  to  fluoridate 
the  water  supplied  by  the  Council’s  undertaking  although  the  Health 
Authority  had  agreed  to  do  this0  Following  the  publication  of  the 
report  "The  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
results  achieved  after  II  years"  and  related  Ministry  circulars p 
the  subject  of  fluoridation  of  water  was  again  discussed  by  the 
Council’s  Health  Committee  in  October,,  1969°  Against  my  advice 9 
the  Council  subsequently  adopted  the  Committee’s  recommendation 
that  the  Council  take  no  action  to  fluoridate  water  supplied  from 
their  water  undertakingo 
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SECTION  III 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 

1.  REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF 
CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from 
grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapa- 
citated, are  living  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable 
to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other  persons, 
proper  care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a 
magistrate  or  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to 
remove  the  person  to  a suitable  place. 

In  general  it  is  felt  preferable  far  persons  of  good 
mental  state  to  be  persuaded  to  accept  more  suitable  care  volun- 
tarily. Most  patients  and  relatives  will  accept  the  combined 
advice  of  both  general  practitioner  and  medical  officer  of  health 
and  can  see  the  advantages  of  informal  admissions  and  discharges. 

No  formal  action  under  this  Section  was  taken  during  the 

year. 

2.  BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948 » Section  50 

Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  has  the  duty  to 
arrange  for  the  burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area, 
if  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being 
made. 


year. 


No  burials  were  arranged  under  this  Section  during  the 


3.  CHESHAM  OLD  PEOPLE'S  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 


The  Temperance  Hall,  leased  from  the  Chesham  Council  and 
opened  in  January,  1961,  has  continued  to  be  the  centre  of  activity 
by  this  Committee.  The  Hall  is  open  daily  between  10.00  a.m.  and 
4.00  p.m.  for  the  use  of  the  elderly  people  of  the  town  and  a wide 
range  of  amenities  and  services  are  provided.  Pull  details  of 
these  services  are  given  in  a booklet  published  by  the  Committee 
and  distributed  to  interested  persons  throughout  the  town. 

Mrs.  M.L.  Esseen,  J.P.,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
has  reported  that  the  services  of  the  Committee  continued  to 
function  well  during  1969*  An  increasing  use  was  made  of  the 
luncheon  club  but  extra  voluntary  help  is  still  urgently  needed. 
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The  Committee  has  set  up  a new  jig-saw  puzzle  lending 
library  which  is  also  open  to  hospital  and  housebound  people  not 

necessarily  oid0 

The  cost  of  chiropody  treatment  for  old  people  not  in 
receipt  of  supplementary  benefits  has  unfortunately  had  to  be 
increased  to  5/kdo  per  treatment 0 

Tne  need  to  redecorate  the  interior  of  the  hall  became 
very  urgenx  during  1969c  It  was  possible  to  redecorate  some  rooms 
during  the  year  but  funds  were  insufficient  to  complete  one  main 
hallo  This  work  is  planned  for  1970  when  the  money  has  Deen  raised. 


40  MEALS  SERVICE 

In  addition  to  the  meals-on-wheels  service  provided  by 
the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  elderly  persons  in  their 
houses  and  to  the  meals  provided  by  the  Committee  at  Temperance 
Hall,  a valuable  contribution  to  this  important  welfare  service 
is  provided  by  the  Wallington  Road  Luncheon  CIud,  a vox  jn  uax y 
organisation  using  the  facilities  at  the  Council’s  Community  Centre. 
Meals  are  provided  for  elderly  persons  living  in  the  Dean  sway  and 
Elm  Tree  Hill  area  on  two  days  each  week. 

During  1969 9 the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  provided 
3,854  meals  at  recipients’  nomes  and  2,956  at  their  Centre.  Tne 
Wallington  Road  Luncheon  Club  provided  3 9 652  meals. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  many  voluntary  workers  who  make  it 
possible  to  maintain  these  services. 


5 o HOMELESS  FAMILIES 

Case  Conferences  on  Families  in  Need 


These  are  conferences  of  professional  workers  active  in 
the  field  of  child  and  family  care.  They  include  health  visitors, 
educational  welfare  officers,  health  and  welfare  officers,  together 
with  representatives  from  probation  offices,  children’s  departments, 
housing  departments  and  voluntary  agencies  such  as  the  NoS.PoCoC. 

At  the  meetings,  which  occur  regularly  during  the  year,  information 
is  exchanged  in  order  to  co-ordinate  the  services  available  and  to 
prevent  families  becoming  homeless. 

During  1969?  families  resident  in  Chesham  were  discussed 
at  the  Case  Conference  on  19  occasions.  One  case  was  accepted 
under  the  County  Council’s  guaranteed  rent  scheme. 

Mr  . Saturday  attends  the  meetings  in  his  capacity  as 
Housing  Manager. 
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SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1.  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  below  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  1969*  together  with  figures  for  the  two  previous 
years? 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Measles 

353 

1 

32 

Sonne"  Dysentery 

- 

1 

102 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

- 

Non-Puimonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis 

10 

13 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

Malaria 

- 

1 

- 

Meningococcal  Septicaemia 

- 

1 

- 

Sonne  Dysentery 

✓ 

During  the  summer  months  an  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery 
occurred  and  102  cases  were  notifiedo  The  cases  were  concentrated 
in  the  Pond  Park  area  although  isolated  cases  were  reported  from 
other  parts  of  the  Town,  About  half  the  cases  were  of  children  of 
school  age,  the  remainder  being  equally  divided  between  adults  and 
children  under  school  age. 

The  first  suspected  cases,  confirmed  after  laboratory 
examination  of  specimens p were  reported  by  a General  Practitioner. 
Subsequently,  suspected  cases  were  reported  by  both  G.P.s  and  Head 
Teachers  of  schools  who  had  been  requested  to  notify  school  absences. 
Enquiries  had  shown  that  a number  of  pupils  had  been  absent  with 
diarroea  in  the  weeks  preceding  the  first  confirmed  cases. 

The  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors,  assisted  during 
the  latter  stage  of  the  outbreak  by  local  Health  Visitors,  made 
numerous  visits  to  affected  households,  giving  advice  on  hygienic 


- 14  - 


practices  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  and  to  collect 
specimens*  All  specimens  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Luton  for  examination*  Altogether  210  families  were 
visited,  108  being  referred  by  G.P.s  and  102  by  schools.  A total 
of  745  specimens  were  obtained  from  357  persons. 

All  patients  were  advised  to  seek  medical  advice.  At  the 
completion  of  treatment  further  specimens  were  obtained  from  all 
members  of  the  families  concerned  and  school  children  were  allowed 
to  return  to  school  only  when  laboratory  examination  showed  them  to 
be  free  from  infection*  In  some  cases  two  or  three  courses  of 
treatment  were  necessary  before  three  negative  specimens  were 
obtained.  Most  parents  were  highly  co-operative. 

A special  check  was  made  to  ensure  that  no  cases  or  family 
contacts  were  involved  in  food  businesses.  Only  one  case  was  found 
to  be  a food  handler.  She  was  required  to  discontinue  her  work 
in  a local  hotel  until  found  to  be  free  from  infection.  No  payment 
of  compensation  for  loss  of  earnings  was  required. 

This  outbreak  of  a comparatively  mild  but  disabling  disease 
served  as  a reminder  of  the  ever  present  risk  of  intestinal  disease 
in  the  community  and  emphasised  the  need  to  maintain  health  education 
programmes  with  respect  to  personal,  home  and  food  hygiene. 


2.  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  in  the 
various  age  groups  is  shown  in  the  table  below: 


0-12 

months 

1 

year 

2 

years 

5 

years 

4 

years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

15 

years 

Total 

Smallpox 

Vaccination 

11 

238 

108 

16 

9 

9 

5 

2 

596 

Re- 

Vaccination 

C3 

i 

1 

1 

5 

12 

14 

2 

35 

11 

238 

109 

17 

12 

21 

17 

4 

429 

Ministry  0f  Health  now  recommends  that  Smallpox  vaccination 
of  children  be  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  one  and  two  years.  The 

incidence  of  side-effects  from  vaccination  is  known  to  be  less  in 
this  age  group. 
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(b)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  15/67 
Distribution  of  Smallpox  Vaccine 

Under  the  arrangements  described  in  the  Circular,  a supply 
of  Smallpox  vaccine  is  held  in  the  Public  Health  Department  and  is 
available  to  local  general  practitioners. 

During  19699  1»382  doses  were  issued,, 

(c)  Diphtheria „ Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 

The  schedule  for  the  use  of  triple  antigens  - containing 
pertussis,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  prophylactic  - continues  to  follow 
the  advice  of  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Ministry  on  the 
subject.  The  current  arrangement  is  that  parents  are  encouraged  to 
have  their  children  immunised  with  triple  antigens  at  about  four 
months  and  again  at  about  six  months j a third  dose  is  given  at 
about  one  year  of  age. 

(d)  Measles 

Measles  vaccine  has  continued  to  be  made  generally  available 
during  the  year.  This  is  given  during  the  second  year. 

( e)  Poliomyelitis 

Oral  vaccine  is  used, given  in  conjunction  with  triple  vaccine 
usually.  Booster  doses  are  available  before  starting  school  or  on 
going  abroad. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  were 
protected  against  these  diseases  % 


Year  of  Birth 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965- 

1962 

Others 

Total 

Primary  triple 

20 

352 

16 

1 

9 

- 

398 

Primary  dip/tet 

1 

1 

a 

- 

5 

5 

12 

Primary  diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Primary  tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

2 

6 

8 

Primary  polio 

12 

354 

- 

- 

- 

- 

366 

Primary  measles 

- 

57 

- 

- 

- 

- 

57 

Re-inforcing  triple 

mm 

6 

62 

21 

150 

- 

239 

Re-inforcing  dip/tet 

- 

- 

3 

1 

265 

13 

282 

Re-inforcing  diphther 

-ia 

- 

- 

- 

- . 

mo 

Re-inforcing  tetanus 

- 

- 

- 

(■> 

3 

18 

21 

Re-inforcing  polio 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 
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Most  vaccinations  are  now  done  following  appointments 
arranged  by  the  County  Health  Authority's  computer , whether  or 
not  the  general  practitioner  or  medical  officer  attending  the 
child  health  clinic  gives  the  vaccination. 

(f ) Tuberculosis 

B.CoGo  vaccination  for  children  at  the  age  of  about  13  years 
is  provided  by  the  School  Health  Service.  In  the  Amersham  and 
Chesham  Division  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  once  again  there  was 
an  excellent  response  from  parents. 

The  B.C.Go  vaccination  is  preceded  by  a tuberculin  test 
which  indicates  whexher  the  individual  has  in  the  past  been  infected 
with  Tuberculosis.  Most  of  these  infections  are  very  mild  and  cause 
no  definite  symptoms.  The  number  reacting  to  this  test  is  a measure 
of  the  past  exposure  of  these  children  to  Tuberculosis,  and  in  this 
context  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  figures? 


Year 

Tuberculin  Positive 

1957 

19.2  io 

1958 

14  ol 1o 

1959 

13.0 jo 

I960 

lO'rfo 

1961 

6.95* 

1962 

4.4$ 

1963 

4o0 $> 

1964 

6.0 <f> 

1965 

4.0$ 

1966 

4o8  $ 

1967 

4.9 $ 

1968 

4.7$ 

1969 

3.2$ 

Those  children  who 

react  strongly  to  this  test  are 

a chest  X-ray, 


3. 


MOBILE  CHEST  X-RAY  SERVICE 


From  April,  1969  an  extended  schedule  provided  for  a light 
mobile  chest  X-ray  unit  to  visit  Chesham  weekly.  This  unit  is 
stationed  in  the  Limes  Car  Park,  Bellingdon  Road  on  Monday  after- 
noons from  3. 00  p.m.  The  unit  provides  a service  primarily  for  the 
use  of  meaicax  practitioners  to  supplement  existing  static  radio- 
graphic  facilities.  The  need  to  make  specific  appointments  is 
limmated  by  patients  attending  at  the  fixed  weekly  time. 
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4.  ANTHRAX 


In  May  a report  was  received  that  a woman  living  in  Oxford- 
shire had  contracted  Cutaneous  Anthrax»  Investigations  indicated 
that  the  probable  source  of  infection  was  imported  bone  meal  she 
had  used  in  her  garden*  The  bone  meal  in  question  had  passed  through 
a wholesalers  in  Chesham*  It  was  found  that  whilst  the  sacks  of  bone 
meal  were  not  repacked  at  the  warehouse  the  sacks  were  of  poor 
quality  and  allowed  the  bone  meal  to  escape  with  consequent  risk 
of  contamination  of  warehouse  staff*  In  the  circumstances  it  was 
considered  advisable  to  make  vaccination  against  Anthrax  available 
to  the  whole  of  the  personnel  at  the  warehouse*  42  persons  working 
at  the  warehouse  availed  themselves  of  this  protection*  Vaccination 
sessions  were  held  at  the  warehouse  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  management  being  extremely  helpful* 

The  Chesham  wholesalers  agreed  to  circularise  all  their 
retailers  on  the  need  to  handle  the  bone  meal  with  care,  in 
particular  by  wearing  gloves,  washing  after  handling  and  avoiding 
dust  inhalation* 

Imported  bone  meal  is  known  to  be  potentially  infective 
and  the  incident  drew  attention  to  an  apparent  loophole  in  public 
health  legislation*  It  was  understood  at  the  time  that  discussions 
were  proceeding  between  the  appropriate  Government  Departments  and 
the  manufacturers  concerned  on  the  question  of  suitable  warning 
labels*  The  Council's  Health  Committee  considered  that  the  public 
should  be  made  aware  of  the  risks  involved  and  advised  of  safety 
measures*  Representations  on  the  matter  were  made  to  the  Urban 
District  Councils  Association  who  are  requesting  an  investigation 
into  this  subject* 
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SECTION  V 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  number  and  nature  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  year  is  given  below? 


Housing  Acts 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
(except  multi-occupied)  ©»0  0..  © © , 

Houses  revisited  under  Housing  Acts 
(except  multi-occupied)  ©0©  © o <>  • « . 

Multi-occupied  houses  © © © ...  © © , 

Overcrowding  and”permitted  numbers” 
surveys  o o © o © © o o © © o o o © 

Visits  under  Rent  Acts  © e o . . © » 0 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement 

grants  ooo  ooo  © o e ooo  ooe  oe< 

Survey  of  houses  for  improvement  areas 
Compulsory  improvement  of  houses  „ « , 
Visits  to  housing  applicants  0o9  ©©, 

Public  Health  Acts 

Primary  visits  to  houses  re  defects  «©, 
Revisits  to  houses  re  defects  ©©© 
Nuisances  from  Animals  and  Refuse  0 • , 
Caravan  Sites  00o  06o  ©oo  ooe  0 , , 

Water  Supplies  0 . © . © • ooo  ooo 

Swimming  Pool  and  Paddling  Pool 
Sewers p Drains  and  Cesspools  0oe 
Drain  Tests  600  006  ©©©  0 „ 0 oe< 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Factories 


oo© 

O O 0 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


No©  of 

Visits 


18 

31 

14 

1 

4 

87 

1 

10 


43 

89 

68 

5 

96 

22 

88 

1 

12 


Power  Factories  » » . . 0 . . . e ooo  » 
Non-Power  Factories  oo©  ©©©  . 
Other  Premises  (eag©  Building  Sites). 
Outworkers  Premises  ...  © . . O06  0 

Foodv  and  Food  Premises 


Butchers  . © © © . . . . , 

Grocers  © © © © „ © 0 0 , 

Fishmongers  ©©©  ©0< 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels 
Works  and  School  Canteens  «©© 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


78 

3 

1 


37 

94 

11 

34 

5 


No,  of 

Visits 
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Food 9 and  Food  Premises  (continued) 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners  ©„©  © 0 © 

Icecream  Premises  0 0 © © © . . . © 0 » © 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 
Licensed  Premises 
Dairies  , o © o o o o © © © © © ooo  © © © 

Visits  to  inspect  foodstuffs  or  take 

S amp  i.es  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO 

Food  Vehicles  and  stalls  inspectedooo 
Poultry  Processors 


ooo  ooo 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


o « • 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

OOO 

OOO 


Offices c Shops  and  Railway  Premises 


General  Inspections 
Other  Visits 
Investigation  of  Accidents 


ooo  ooo 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


ooo  ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


Rodent  and  Insect  Pest  Control 


Rodent  Control 
Insect  Pests  © © < 

Disinfestation  for  Insect  Pests 


ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  ©,©  ©< 
Disinfections  carried  out  0 © » 0 c 
Food  Poisoning  enquiries  0 © « 0 < 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


Noise  Abatement 

Visits  to  premises  ©©©  <>  © © 

Observations  only  0 » <>  <> © <> 

Clean  Air 

Visits  to  Plant  or  Premises 
Observations  only  ©o©  ooo 

Miscellaneous 


Agricultural  Premises  eo.  »■ 

Pet  Shops  000  ©00  ooo  ooo  o 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 
Rag  Flock  Premises  ©©.  .»©  ©< 

Knacker' s Vardo  oo  oo©  os©  ° 

School. fl  ©0©  OOO  ooo  ©0©  O' 
Hairdressers  oo©  ooo  ooo  o. 
Interviews  © © © . © o . © • 

Other  miscellaneous  visits  0, 
No  access  - no  one  at  home 


o o o 

ooo 

ooo 

O 0 

o o 

o o 

0 o 

0 o 

o o 


o o 

0 o 

o o 

O 0 

o o 

o o 

• o 

o o 

o o 


6 

7 

10 

13 

36 

41 

3 


32 

159 

4 


82 

13 

7 


815 

2 


19 

20 


26 

41 


6 

492 

73 

75 


ooo 


O 0 


» elO 


2.  INSECT  PESTS 

Members  of  the  public  have  continued  to  seek  the  help  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  controlling  insect  pests . Appropriate 
advice  is  given  on  every  occasion  and  where  necessary  treatments 
are  carried  out  by  staff  of  the  Department . 

The  most  urgent  calls  for  assistance  are  received  from 
occupiers  of  premises  where  wasp  nests  have  been  located o In  1969-? 

71  nests  were  destroyed  by  the  Council 1 s Rodent  Officer  who  carries 
out  this  work  in  addition  to  his  normal  duties « This  number  compares 
with  13  in  1968  and  144  in  1967.  A variety  of  other  insect  pests  were 
treated  at  15  premises 0 Included  were  treatments  at  two  houses  for 
infestations  of  bed  bugs,  pests  which  are  now  rarely  found  in  Cheshamo 


% STRAY  CATS 


The  Council 5 s Rodent  Officer  has  on  a number  of  occasions 
during  the  year  carried  out  the  trapping  of  stray  cats  where  these 
animals  were  causing  a nuisance  to  residents 0 16  cats  were  trapped 

and  destroyed  humanely  by  a local  veterinary  surgeon,, 

4.  FERAL  PIGEOHS 

During  the  year  the  Council  engaged  a servicing  Company  to 
deal  with  a growing  nuisance  caused  by  feral  pigeons  in  the  central 
area  of  the  Town*  The  operation  was  successful  and  the  Company 
reported  that  106  feral  pigeons  were  taken  from  their  cages  during 
the  period  of  trapping,, 


5 - PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  ^ ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES  BY 

INFORMAL  'ACTION 

As  a result  of  the  investigation  of  complaints  and  during  the 
course  of  routine  work  a wide  variety  of  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances 
are  met  and  dealt  with  order  the  provisions  of  the  Poolic  Health 
Acts.  In  the  majority  of  cases  remedies  are  effected  following 
written  or  verbal  requests  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,, 
without  resort  to  statutory  procedure 0 

During  19&9?  35  written  requests  were  made  with  respect  to 
various  defects „ A table  showing  the  type  of  matters  dealt  with 
follows* 
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DEFECT 

NO.  OF 

OCCURRENCES 

Dampness  in  dwellings 

5 

Defective  roofs 

4 

Defective  roof  surface  water  drainage 

11 

Defective  floors 

1 

Defective  doors  and  windows 

8 

Defective  plasterwork 

1 

Defective  chimney  flues 

2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

1 

Defective  water  closets 

4 

Defective  drainage  systems 

8 

Choked  drainage  systems 

4 

Inadequate  drainage  systems 

1 

Defective  electrical  wiring 

1 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

4 

Miscellaneous  nuisances 

4 

TOTAL 

59 

6.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  & 1961  - STATUTORY  NOTICES 


If  within  a reasonable  time  the  informal  action  described 
above  fails  to  secure  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  or  the  abatement 
of  nuisances,  the  matters  concerned  are  reported  to  the  Council’s 
Health  Committee,  which  authorises  statutory  notices  to  be  served. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  Statutory  Notices  served  and 
complied  with  during  the  year. 


ACT  & SECTION 

NUMBER  OF 

NOTICES 

Public  Health 
Act,  1936 

DETAILS 

Outstand- 
ing on 
1.1.69 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Outstand- 
ing on 
31.12.69 

Section  39 

Defective 

drainage 

systems 

5 

4 

1 

Section  45 

Defective  water 
closets 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Section  93 

Dampness  and 
other  defects 
in  dwellings 

1 

2 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

9 

7 

3 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  being  made  to  take 
Court  proceedings  against  the  owners  of  the  premises  concerned  in 
respect  of  the  three  notices  not  complied  with® 

Work  Carried  Out  by  the  Council 

It  was  necessary  to  utilise  the  Council 5 8 powers  on  several 
occasions  to  clear  stoppages  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups 
of  old  houses®  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956®  these  systems 
are  "public  sewers"  which  the  Council  has  a duty  to  "maintain, 
cleanse  and  empty",  although  the  costs  o±  any  works  of  repair  or 
renewal  are  recoverable®  The  work  has  been  carried  out  by  labour 
from  the  Surveyor’s  Department®  The  absence  oi  proper  inspection 
chambers  to  old  drainage  systems  often  makes  the  work  of  clearing 
stoppages  a lengthy  process® 

On  two  occasions  in  the  year  repair  works  to  defective 
inspection  chambers  in  drainage  systems  common  to  groups  of 
houses  were  carried  out  by  Council  labour®  Tne  expenses  were 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties  served® 


7.  NOISE  ABATEMENT 


The  Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960,  empowers  local  authorities 
to  take  action  in  respect  of  nuisances  caused  by  noise  and  vibration® 

A total  of  ten  complaints  of  noise  were  received  during 
the  year®  Nine  of  the  complaints  related  to  noise  from  industrial 
or  trade  premises  and  one  was  from  activities  at  a private  house® 

All  complaints  were  investigated  and  five  were  confirmed  as 
nuisances®  Four  of  the  nuisances  were  remedied  informally  while, 
in  the  remaining  case,  the  aggrieved  person  was  advised  to  take 
private  action® 


8.  CLEAN  AIR 


The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  1968  make  provision  for  abating 
the  pollution  of  the  air® 

Seventeen  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances  were  received  during 
the  year®  All  except  three,  which  related  to  domestic  premises, 
were  in  respect  of  smoke  from  industrial  or  trade  premises®  In 
many  cases,  because  of  its  intermittent  nature,  it  is  difficult  to 
confirm  the  existence  of  a nuisance®  However,  in  all  cases,  the 
person  responsible  is  informed  of  the  alleged  nuisance  and  this 
is  usually  sufficient  to  result  in  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance 0 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  informal  notices  on  the 
occupiers  of  two  factories  from  which  dark  smoke  was  emitted  in 
excess  of  certain  permitted  periods® 
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Section  3 of  the  1956  Act  requires  new  industrial  furnaces 
to  he  as  smokeless  as  practicable,  and  local  authorities  must  be 
notified  of  new  installations.  Four  notifications  of  new  furnaces 
were  received  during  the  year. 

The  Acts  give  local  authorities  control  over  the  height  of 
furnace  chimneys.  During  the  year,  one  plan  showing  a new  chimney 
was  approved. 
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SECTION  VI 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  'THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  Public  Water  Supplies 

Main  water  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District  i3  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  Undertaking  and  the  Undertaking  of  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  and  amalgamated  companies . This 
Council’s  Undertaking  supplies  about  82 rfo  of  the  total  dwellings 
within  the  district  in  that  part  which  may  be  conveniently  described 
as  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  prior  to  the  extension  of 
boundaries  in  1934« 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Undertakings  have  supplied 
main  water  that  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  regard  to  quantity 
and  quality0 

Treatment  and  Plumbo-Solvency  of  Water 

The  main  supplies  receive  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination 
and  the  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbo~ solvent  action0 

Distribution  of  Main  Supplies 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  and  estimated 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  % 


Noo  of 
Houses 

No0  of 
Caravans 

I 

Estimated 

Population 

Internal  Piped  Supply 

6,895 

«=» 

20 9 660 

External  Supply 

(Standpipes) 

9 

4 

. 

3°  | 

Adequate  public  water  supplies  were  available  for  all 
parts  of  the  District  in  which  new  dwellings  were  erected  during 
the  year0 
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Sampling  of  Public  Water  Supplies 


During  the  year  samples  have  "been  taken  from  the  piped  water 
supplied  hy  the  Che sham  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company,, 

Eighty  samples,  seventy-one  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  nine  for  chemical  analysis,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  or  the  Public  Analyst . 

All  samples  were  reported  to  be  of  high  chemical  and 
bacteriological  purity  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes . 

Chemical  Analysis 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  Reports  on  the 
examination  of  samples  from  four  different  sources  of  mains  waters 


Reference  No.  Sample  Collected  From 


Water  Undertaking 


M.166 

M.100 

M.165 

M.238 


32  Valley  View,  Chesham 
20  Woodley  Hill,  Chesham 

8 Copse  Way,  Chesham 

6 Field  Close,  Chesham 


Chesham  U.D.C. 
Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company 
(Amersham  Main) 
Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company 
(Rickmansworth  Main) 
Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company 
(Berkhampstead  Main) 


Sample  Ref.  No,, 

Appearance 
Reaction  (pH) 

Free  chlorine 

Total  solids 
Loss  on  ignition 
Chlorine  in  chlorides 
Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
Albuminoid  nitrogen 
Nitrate  nitrogen 
Nitrite  nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
(3  hrs.  at  980F) 

Hardne  s s , temporary 
permanent 
Total 

Metals  - lead,  copper,  zinc 


M.166  Mo 100  M.165  Mo238 

All  clear  and  colourless 


7a 

7a 

parts 

per 

7.0 

million 

7.0 

nil 

faint 

trace 

nil 

nil 

336 

370 

316 

344 

53 

- 

30 

- 

35 

26 

50 

14 

nil 

0.096 

nil 

nil 

0.003 

0.058 

0.009 

0.01 

3.0 

3.0 

2.5 

4.0 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0.14 

0.64 

0.10 

250 

255 

250 

220 

14 

26 

12 

40 

264 

281 

not 

f 

262 

0 u n d 

260 
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Fluoride  Content  of  Water 

The  fluoride  content  of  both  water  from  the  Che sham  supply  and 
that  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley v is  »04  popoin.  or  less0 

(b)  Private  Well  Supplies 

Twenty-one  dwellings  and  two  business  premises  in  the  District 
are  dependent  upon  a supply  of  water  from  wells,  these  being  mostly 
deep  bore  wells 0 They  are  known  to  yield  an  adequate  supply  alx  the 
year  round,  and  the  water  is  of  high  bacteriological  quality,. 

Sampling  of  the  water  is  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  given  below 
is  a table  showing  the  number  of  samples  collected  in  19&9 » together 
with  the  results  of  examinations  carried  outs 


SAMPLING  OF  WELL 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Number 

Result  of  Examination 

- 

of 

Samples 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious 

Unsatisfactory 

Bacteriological 

Examination 

26 

19 

2 

5 

Chemical 

Analysis 

z 

3 

3 

S3 

The  two  suspicious  samples  were  from  one  source  and  the  supply 
yielded  satisfactory  results  on  subsequent  sampling,,  Four  of  the  five 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  one  house  in  Missenden  Road„  At  the 
end  of  the  year  investigations  were  continuing  into  the  well  apparatus 
and  adjacent  drainage  systems „ Further  sampling  of  the  source 
producing  the  remaining  unsatisfactory  sample  yielded  satisfactory 
results o 


2.  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  Council 5 s open  air  Swimming  Bath  on  The  Moor  continued 
to  operate  during  the  summer  months  and  in  the  period  water  heating 
equipment  was  installed „ This  was  operative  during  the  month  of 
September  and  in  the  next  year  will  be  used  during  the  whole  of  the 
time  that  the  baths  are  open,  ensuring  a temperature  of  water  suitable 
for  open  air  bathing  throughout  this  period „ 

It  Is  hoped  during  the  forthcoming  year  to  provide  a cover 
over  the  pool,  thereby  further  prolonging  the  season,, 


The  hath  is  filled  with  water  from  a well  on  the  site,  and 
the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  continues  to  ensure  that  the 
water  is  attractive  and  safe  for  bathing  at  all  times . Seven  samples 
of  water  from  the  bath  and  two  samples  from  the  footbaths  were 
examined  bacteriologically  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Paddling  Pool  - Lowndes  Park 

The  pool  continues  to  be  popular  with  small  children  and  is 
filled  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains  supply,  and  further 
chlorinated  and  renewed  at  frequent  intervals.  One  sample  of 
the  water  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  found  to  be  satisfactory 


3.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  sewerage  of  the  Town  is  on  a separate  system,  foul  sewers 
discharging  to  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  Latimer  Road. 

The  whole  of  the  reconstructed  Sewage  Works  has  been  in 
operation  throughout  the  year.  Problems  are  being  experienced  with 
certain  sections  of  the  Plant,  particularly  the  tertiary  land 
treatment,  which  are  still  not  completely  resolved. 

Parts  of  the  District  not  served  by  Public  Sewer 

A survey  carried  out  in  1953/54  showed  that  approximately 
450  dwellings  were  situated  in  areas  not  served  by  a public  sewer. 
This  number  has  since  increased  with  the  building  of  further  houses 
in  out-lying  parts  of  the  town.  Most  of  the  dwellings  drain  to 
either  a sealed  cesspool  or  to  a septic  tank  and  soakaway  into  chalk. 

Cesspools 

Since  1954  sealed  cesspools  only  have  been  permitted  for  new 
dwellings.  These  must  have  a capacity  of  not  less  than  4°000 
gallons,  a capacity  which  is  adequate  for  the  average  household 
for  at  least  two  months.  A typical  cesspool  in  the  Chesham  district 
consists  of  a circular  pit  13  feet  deep  below  the  level  of  the  inlet, 
8 feet  in  diameter,  constructed  in  9n  brickwork  and  cement  rendered 
internally  with  a concrete  base  and  cover. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  Council's  machine  emptied  413  cesspools  during  the  year, 
387  at  premises  within  the  district,  the  remainder  in  adjoining  areas 


4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Household  and  certain  Trade  Refuse  is  collected  within  the 
Urban  District  and  disposal  of  this  is  by  incineration  at  the  Council 
refuse  destructor  in  Latimer  Road. 
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Storage  of  Household  Refuse 

The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  storage  was  introduced  at 
further  new  dwellings  on  Council  estates  during  19&9 ° 


50  SLUM  CLEARANCE g 

THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 


During  1969  Closing  Orders  were  applied  to  five  unfit  houses 
in  Inkerman  Terrace  and  two  unfit  houses  in  Botley  Road0  The  two 
houses  in  Botley  Road  were  later  demolished  by  the  owner  together 
with  two  adjoining  cottages  which  had  previously  been  closed,, 

Following  the  formal  procedure  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of  four  unfit  houses  in  Vale 
Road.  The  owner  has  undertaken  to  carry  out  repairs  and  improvements 
within  a period  of  two  years.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
rehousing  of  the  tenants  where  necessary . 

Eight  houses  in  King  Street  have  been  the  subject  of  reports 
of  unfitness  and  consultations  with  the  owner.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  owner  was  preparing  a scheme  with  a view  to  giving  an  under- 
taking that  works  to  make  the  premises  fit  would  be  carried  out  within 
a specified  period.  The  Council  is  undertaking  to  rehouse  the  tenants. 

Urban  Renewal 

The  purchase  of  thirteen  houses  in  the  area  of  Townsend  Road 
which  is  scheduled  for  future  redevelopment  was  completed  during 
the  year.  Rehousing  of  the  occupiers  is  proceeding  and  demolition 
of  the  properties  by  the  Council  should  take  place  in  1970. 

Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  twelve  houses  and  "off- 
licence"  premises  in  George  Street  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 
This  site  is  required  for  redevelopment  including  the  erection  of  a 
block  of  Council  dwellings  for  elderly  persons. 

Compulsory  Improvement  of  Houses 

Powers  for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  dwellings  within 
an  improvement  area  which  were  given  to  Local  Authorities  under 
the  Housing  Act,  19&4  have  been  repealed  and  replaced  by  new 
provisions  in  the  Housing  Act,  19690  Financial  aid  may  now  be 
given  towards  the  improvement  of  the  environment  in  general 
improvement  areas  but  Local  Authorities  must  rely  on  compulsory 
purchase  powers  where  owners  fail  to  improve  property  voluntarily 
in  an  improvement  area. 
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The  powers  available  to  a Local  Authority  to  compel  a 
landlord  to  install  standard  amenities  on  the  application  of  the 
tenant  in  the  case  of  a single  dwelling  have  been  retained.  No 
representations  were  received  from  tenants  in  Chesham  during  1969. 


6.  REVIEW  OF  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


The  Housing  Act,  1969  received  the  Royal  assent  on  the  25th 
July  and  generally  came  into  effect  on  25th  August,  1969*  Under 
the  Act  Local  Authorities  are  to  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts 
to  be  made  from  time  to  time  with  a view  to  dealing  with  a wide  range 
of  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  older  houses  and  their  areas.  This 
general  duty  is  central  to  the  main  purpose  of  the  Act  which  is  that 
more  should  be  done  year  by  year  to  improve  and  repair  houses  that 
can  be  improved  and  to  get  rid  of  the  unfit  ones. 

The  last  complete  housing  survey  in  Chesham  was  carried  out 
in  1953  when  all  private  dwellings  were  classified  into  four 
categories  according  to  their  state  of  fitness,  repair  and  amenity. 

Most  of  the  properties  originally  placed  in  the  lowest  category  have 
now  been  included  in  clearance  areas,  dealt  with  under  individual 
unfit  house  procedure,  or  improved  by  owners  voluntarily.  Only  a 
comparatively  few  properties,  mostly  in  areas  of  some  architectural 
or  historic  interest  remain.  Many  houses  in  the  intermediate 
categories  will  have  been  repaired  and  modernised  but  some  will 
doubtless  have  deteriorated  due  to  lack  of  maintenance. 

A more  recent  indication  of  the  general  condition  of  housing 
in  the  District  is  available  in  the  report  of  the  sample  Census  of 
1966.  This  report  gives  the  information  that  out  of  6,310  households 
in  the  town,  790  had  no  fixed  bath  and  710  had  outside  water  closets 
only. 


During  1970  it  is  planned  to  carry  out  a rapid  housing  survey 
of  the  District  following  the  procedure  adopted  during  the  1953 
survey.  The  survey  will  cover  all  the  dwellings  included  in  the 
previous  survey  except  those  which  were  then  placed  in  the  highest 
category,  i.e.  those  of  a high  standard  with  modern  amenities  and 
in  a good  state  of  repair. 

7.  GRANTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 


The  Council  has  continued  to  make  Discretionary  and  Standard 
Grants  for  the  improvement  of  old  houses  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  responsible  for  the  considerable  amount  of  admini- 
strative work  attached  to  the  operation  of  these  schemes.  The 
Public  Health  Inspector  made  87  visits  during  the  year  to  advise 
applicants  on  proposals  or  to  inspect  works  in  progress 0 
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New  Legislation 

A thorough  and  self-contained  code  for  grant-aided  improve- 
ment and  conversion  of  houses  came  into  operation  on  the  25th  August, 
1969  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969®  The  new  code  Provides  flexibility 
to  deal  with  a wide  range  of  house  conditions,  and  a minimum  of 
statutory  requirements s as  much  as  possible  is  left  to  the  local 
authority's  judgmento  The  upper  limit  for  Discretionary  Improvement 
Grants  has  been  increased  to  £1,000  (£1,200  for  conversions)  and  to 
£200  for  Standard  Grants  (£450  in  the  case  of  higher  limit  Standard 
Grants  )0  A new  type  of  grant  has  been  introduced  to  enable  grant- 
aid  to  be  made  towards  the  provision  of  amenities  in  houses  in 
multi-occupation0  Improvement  grant  Is  now  available  to  cover  repairs 
and  replacements  needed  for  the  purpose  of  making  fully  effective 
other  improvements  carried  out  at  the  same  time0 

Arrangements  were  made  to  bring  the  provisions  of  the  new 
grants  to  the  notice  of  local  architects,  estate  agents  and  solicitors 0 
The  new  provisions  have  stimulated  enquiries  from  house  owners  regarding 
the  possibility  of  grants  but  it  is  too  early  to  say  whether  the 
inducements  will  result  in  substantially  more  houses,  particularly 
rented  ones,  being  improved® 

Grant-aided  Improvements  in  1969 

In  the  year  under  review,  a total  of  22  applications  for  both 
types  of  grant  were  received  as  against  53  in  "the  previous  year0 
Details  are  given  in  the  tables  followings 

(NOTE?  In  both  tables  applications  made  under  earlier  legislation 
which  were  withdrawn  and  resubmitted  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969 
have  been  included  once  only) 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Owner/Occupier 

Tenanted 

Standard 

Standard 

All 

Applica- 

5 

1 3 

5 

3 

tions 

point 

point 

point 

point 

Total 

Applications  Received 

9 

CO 

2 

cs 

11 

Applications  Approved 

9 

- 

2 

CBS 

11 

Applications  Refused 

- 

- 

a. 

Dwellings  Improved 

■ 

. 9 

_u 

l_L_ 

' 

12 

Amount  paid  in  grants 
Average  grant  per  house 
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9o 


£2  9207  13° 

£183  19.  5° 


Number  of  amenities  provided  - fixed  bath  or  shower  10 

wash-hand  basin  10 

hot  water  supply  @ 3 points  4 

@ 2 points  8 
inside  water  closet  10 

food  storage  facilities  10 


In  the  years  1959  to  1969  inclusive,  a total  of  110  applications 
for  Standard  Grants  have  been  received 9 of  which  100  have  been  approved 0 
92  of  the  schemes  have  been  completed 0 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Owner/Occupier s 

Tenanted 

Total 

Applications  Received 

8 

3 

11 

Applications  Approved 

8 

3 

11 

Applications  Refused 

- 

CE> 

C3 

Dwellings  Improved 

4 

4 

8 i 

i 

Amount  paid  in  grants  £2,386  10 » 0, 

Average  grant  per  house  £298  60  3° 


Since  1954 « 243  applications  for  Discretionary  improvement 
grants  have  been  received  and  of  these  232  have  been  approved „ 198 
of  the  schemes  have  been  completed o 


8o  IMPROVEMENT  OP  PRE-WAR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


In  addition  to  making  grants  to  the  owners  of  private  dwellings, 
the  Council  are  also  proceeding  with  schemes  of  improvement  and 
modernisation  of  their  own  property • As  far  back  as  1958 9 they 
approved  schemes  for  471  dwellings  out  of  529  properties  built  before 
1946.  The  work  is  made  more  difficult  due  to  the  wide  variety  of 
house  types?  46  different  layouts  for  pre-war  properties  alone 0 

The  proposed  schemes  of  improvement  provide  all  the  houses 
with  amenities  of  a standard  equivalent  to  that  of  post-war  properties <> 
Hot  water  supply  is  provided  by  means  of  a back  boiler,  independent 
boiler  or  immersion  heater,  according  to  type,  whilst  in  certain 
instances,  additional  improvement  is  effected  by  the  re-arrangement 
of  sculleries,  larders  and  coal  s tores 0 
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In  several  of  the  older  types,,  a considerably  improved  layout 
is  obtained  by  demolishing  the  ground  floor  bathrooms  and  W.C.  and 
constructing  a new  bathroom  and  W.C.  on  the  first  floor  by  partitioning 
off  a section  of  a large  bedroom,,  A modern  electrical  installation, 
incorporating  ring  mains  with  adequate  socket  outlets,  is  also  provided,. 

Until  the  enactment  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969*  grant  was  only 
available  on  those  items  which  fell  strictly  within  the  legal 
definition  of  "improvement” „ Certain  properties,  particularly  in 
the  Berkhampstead  Road  and  Brockhurst  Road  area,  are  already  provided 
with  hot  water  supply,  bathrooms,  etc„,  out  these  installations  are 
of  an  obsolete  and  inefficient  design,  and  the  opportunity  is  taken 
to  modernise  these  properties  completely  whenever  tenancies  fall 
vacant o 


The  HousingAct,  1969,  has  extended  the  definition  of 
" improvement"  to  include  "alteration  and  enlargement  and  such  other 
repairs  and  replacements  as  are  either  incidental  to  some  other 
improvement  or  needed  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  other  improvement 
fully  effective" o Tnis  broader  definition  has  enabled  the  Council  to 
obtain  financial  assistance  on  a number  of  items  not  previously  elig- 
ible. 


At  the  present  time,  there  are  fourteen  basic  schemes  of 
improvement,  which  vary  according  to  the  layout  and  facilities  of 
the  original  dwellings.  With  the  more  liberal  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1969  some  of  these  schemes  could  be  modified  to  include 
partial  or  full  central  heating,  as  already  introduced  in  Bois  Moor 
Road  and  a prototype  scheme  in  Brockhurst  Road,  Tnese  modifications 
are  in  course  of  preparation  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council  in 
due  course. 

Of  the  Council 5 s 529  pre-war  properties,  256  have  not  yet 
been  modernised.  Schemes  have  been  submitted  and  approved  for  14 
dwellings.  In  addition  a scheme  for  the  complete  modernisation  of 
22  elderly  persons5  flats  at  Townfield  has  been  approved  by  the 
Council  and  is  in  course  of  development. 

During  1969s  21  properties  were  modernised  by  direct  contract, 
but  only  6 properties  completed  by  contract  labour.  'The  small  number 
improved  by  contract  labour  reflects  difficulties  which  arose  with 
the  contractor  employed  at  that  time. 

Whilst  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a steady  programme 
of  improvements,  it  is  difficult  to  interest  suitable  private 
contractors  in  this  work,  so  that,  the  main  burden  falls  upon  the 
Council’s  small  direct  labour  staff.  With  the  increasing  demand  for 
repairs  on  the  growing  stock  of  property  under  maintenance  and  the 
difficulty  in  recruiting  building  staff,  labour  available  for  mod- 
ernising work  is  becoming  more  limited. 

A number  oi  contracts  have  now  been  negotiated  with  one 
contractor,  upon  a continuing  basis,  which  should  improve  the 
position  in  1970. 


9. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS 
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The  Housing  Act,  1969  as  well  as  encouraging  the  repair  of 
houses  by  making  grant-aid  available  for  certain  works  carried  out 
with  improvements  has  introduced  a new  power  to  require  the  repair 
of  houses  which  are  not  yet  unfit.  Up  to  now  the  powers  in  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  have  dealt  with  only  the  works  required  to  make 
unfit  houses  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  new  power  may  be  used 
where  substantial  repairs  are  needed  to  bring  the  house  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and  locality. 

No  routine  house-to-house  inspection  of  dwelling  houses 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Where  action  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  was  taken  to  secure  repairs,  it  was  in  most 
cases  the  result  of  complaints  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
by  the  occupiers  concerned.  The  number  of  houses  at  which  repairs 
were  carried  out  following  informal  action  was  16.  Statutory 
action  secured  the  repair  of  3 other  houses. 

No  application  for  certificates  of  disrepair  under  the  Rent 
Act,  1968  were  received  during  the  year. 

Rent  of  Dwellings  in  good  repair  and  provided  with  standard  amenities 

Part  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  introduced  a new  system 
governing  the  rents  of  privately  rented  dwellings  which  have  been 
brought  up  to  a satisfactory  standard.  Controlled  tenancies  will 
be  converted  to  regulated  tenancies  where  the  qualifying  standard 
is  attained.  The  qualifying  conditions  are  that  the  dwelling  has 
all  the  standard  amenities  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  occupants, 
that  it  is  in  good  repair  having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and 
locality  and  disregarding  internal  decorative  repair,  and  that  it 
is  otherwise  fit  for  human  habitation.  The  standard  amenities  ares 

(a)  A fixed  bath  or  shower  which  must  be  in  a bathroom 

unless  this  is  not  reasonably  practicable. 

(b)  A wash-hand  basin. 

(c)  A sink. 

(d)  A water  closet  which  must  be  in,  and  accessible  from 

within,  the  dwelling  unless  this  is  not  reasonably 

practicable. 

(e)  A hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  the  fixed  bath  or  shower, 

at  the  wash-hand  basin  and  at  the  sink. 

The  chief  responsibility  of  local  authorities  in  relation 
to  these  new  rent  provisions  is  to  deal  with  applications  for 
certificates  relating  to  the  state  of  the  dwelling  when  it  is  let 
on  a controlled  tenancy.  There  are  two  types  of  cases  the  first  Is 
where  the  dwelling  is  to  be  provided  with  some  or  all  of  the 
standard  amenities;  the  second  is  where  the  dwelling  already  had 
all  the  standard  amenities  at  the  commencement  of  the  Act.  A 
booklet  explaining  the  new  provisions  is  available  in  the  Department 
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and  has  been  distributed  to  local  estate  agents  and  solicitors. 

In  the  few  remaining  months  of  1969  following  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Act  two  applications  for  qualification  certificates 
were  received,  both  in  respect  of  houses  where  the  standard  amenities 
had  already  been  provided 0 The  applications  were  still  under  consid- 
eration at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  administration  of  this  part  of  the  Act  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  involves  considerable 
work,  including  negotiations  with  landlords  and  tenants,  the  inspec- 
tion of  properties  and  liaison  with  the  Rent  Officer,, 


10.  HOUSES  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

The  Housing  Acts?  1961  and  1964 « strengthened  by  new 
provisions  in  the  Housing  Act,  1969 9 have  given  local  authorities 
extensive  powers  to  control  houses  which  are  in  multiple-occupation. 
Suitable  and  sufficient  services  and  amenities  may  be  required 
together  with  provision  for  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  The 
number  of  occupants  may  be  limited  according  to  the  accommodation  or 
facilities  available . Where  management  standards  are  bad  a code 
of  management  may  be  applied  and  in  extreme  cases  local  authorities 
may  take  over  the  property  under  control  orders 0 

The  Housing  Act,  19&9  applies  a new  definition  of  a house 
in  multi-occupation g it  is  now  framed  in  the  terms  "a  house  which 
is  occupied  by  persons  who  do  not  form  a single  household". 
Unfortunately  the  term  "household"  Is  not  defined  and  there  are 
some  doubts  whether  the  new  definition  will,  in  fact,  simplify 
procedure.  It  will  not  be  easy,  for  instance,  to  decide  whether 
a house  occupied  by  a number  of  single  men  who  prepare  and  eat 
food  communally  is  occupied  by  a single  household  or  not.  Such 
type  of  occupancies  are  common  in  Chesham. 

Action  in  19&9 

The  works  required  to  provide  satisfactory  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  at  three  houses  in  compliance  with  notices  served 
in  1968  were  not  carried  out  within  the  period  specified,  and 
authority  was  given  to  carry  out  the  work  in  default.  Negotia- 
tions have,  however,  continued  with  the  owners  who  have  indicated 
their  intention  of  carrying  out  the  work  themselves. 

In  the  report  for  1968  mention  was  made  of  the  difficulties 
met  in  attempting  to  deal  with  the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions 
arising  from  overcrowding,  lack  of  facilities  and  means  of  escape 
at  one  particular  multi -occupied  house.  Notices  were  eventually 
served  requiring  improved  facilities  and  means  of  escape  in  case 
Tire . A notice  was  also  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  room 
overcrowding,  Together  with  a further  notice  under  the  Public 
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Health  Act,  1936  specifying  the  remedy  of  various  defects  in  the 
house.  None  of  the  notices  were  properly  complied  with  and  the 
Council  resolved  to  prosecute  the  landlord.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  court  proceedings  were  being  arranged  to  deal  with  all  the 
alleged  offences  except  that  in  relation  to  the  overcrowding  for 
which  the  Council's  solicitors  considered  there  was  insufficient 
admissible  evidence  to  prove  a case. 

The  number  of  houses  in  multiple-occupation  appears  to  be 
still  increasing  and  the  enforcement  of  proper  standards  in  this 
class  of  property  has  to  be  accepted  as  a regular  and  continuing 
duty  of  the  local  authority.  Considerable  time  is  involved  in 
inspection  and  enforcement  work  and  with  the  pressure  of  other 
duties  regrettably  only  a small  number  of  visits  were  actually  made 
during  1969  . 


11 o COUNCIL  HOUSING  IN  CHESHAM 

During  1969?  the  Council  rehoused  155  families  including 
67  exchanges.  Since  1946  Chesham  Council  have  provided  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  2,872  families,  and  the  following  details 
of  the  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  in  the  post-war  period  are 

of  interest. 


Year 

Temporary 

Bungalows 

Houses 

Flat* 

O0A0P0 

Council 

Totals 

Houses  Erected  By 

Bunga- 
lows & 
Flatlets 

Private 

Enterprise 

Housing 

Associations 

1946/ 

1950 

35 

186 

36 

257 

85 

CD 

1951/ 

1955 

253 

86 

40 

359 

229 

10 

1956/ 

i960 

126 

129 

255 

1?109 

22 

1961/ 

1965 

82 

32 

37 

151 

842 

CE» 

1966/ 

1968 

75 

59 

ea 

134 

289 

«=» 

1969 

- 

36 

era 

56 

94 

OB 

Totals 

35 

738 

— , — 

34.. 

1 1- — 

77 

1.192 

f 

2,648 

32 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  no  dwellings  under  con- 
struction by  the  Council  but  arrangements  were  well  advanced  for  the 
commencement  early  in  j.970  of  Stage  II  of  the  Trapps  Lane  housing 
development  scheme.  48  three  bedi corned  (5  person)  dwellings  are 
included  in  this  contract.  Dwellings  under  private  construction  at 


the  end  of  the  year  numbered  460 
Housing  Needs 


The  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation 
which  is  restricted  to  persons  who  reside  or  work  in  the  town,  numb- 
ered 409  in  December,  1969 o This  number  compares  with  412  in  the 
previous  year,  The  1969  figure  includes  80  applications  from  elderly 
persons  or  couples 0 


12.  CARAVAN  SITES 

Only  one  licence  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  I960,  was  in  operation  during  the  year0  This  site 
was  occupied  by  a single  caravan  only  and  the  Licence  conditions,  although 
based  on  the  model  standards „were  suitably  modified  to  take  account 
of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  site. 


1 3 • RODENT  CONTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pe3ts  Act,  1949 

Under  this  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable, 
that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

The  Council® s duties  are  carried  out  oy  one  full-time  Rodent 
Officer  working  -under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors*, 
His  time  is  divided  between  surveys  and  treatments  of  all  types  of 
premises,  including  farms 0 Surveys  are  carried  out  as  a result  of 
notification  by  occupiers  or  in  the  course  of  the  general  inspection 
of  the  District,  The  table  following  shows  that  190  premises  were 
inspected  as  a result  of  notifications,  and  that  1,436  properties 
were  inspected  in  the  course  of  routine  surveys. 

The  majority  of  infestations  discovered  are  treated  by 
the  Rodent  Officer,  only  a few  occupiers  preferring  to  carry  out 
their  own  treatments,  A charge  is  made  for  treatments  at  business 
premises. 

Six  informal  notices  requiring  the  occupiers  of  properties 
to  deal  with  conditions  causing  infestations  were  served  during 
the  year. 

Test  baiting  of  the  Council's  sewers  for  rats  took  place 
in  December,  1969o  Approximately  10$  of  the  manholes  on  the  system 
were  baited  but  none  showed  any  bait  taken. 
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A summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  belowg 


TYPE  OF 

PROPERTY 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

(1.4.69) 

8,018 

37 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

189 

1 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

53 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

11 

era 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

1,406 

30 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

20 

OC9 

(ii)  Mice 

9 

- 

Total  number  of  properties  where 
treatment  for  rats  and/or  mice 
has  been  completed 

82 

1 

14.  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1961 

The  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag  flock  and  other 
filling  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  bedding, 
soft  toys,  etc.,  are  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness,, 

Where  such  articles  are  manufactured,  the  Act  provides  for  regis- 
tration of  the  premises.  The  premises  of  one  upholsterer  in  Chesham 
are  registered  under  the  Act. 


1 5 . BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1957 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Occupiers  of  27  premises  at  which  the  business  of  hairdresser 
or  barber  is  carried  on  are  registered  under  Section  52  of  the 
Buckinghamshire  County  Council  Act,  1957* 

Byelaws  as  to  hairdressers  and  barbers  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  October,  1958°  These  byelaws  make  provision  for  securing 
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the  cleanliness  of  premises, of  equipment  used  and  of  persons  working 
on  the  premises o 

Six  visits  were  made  by  the  Council’s  Health  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises 0 


16.  WELFARE  OF  ANIMALS 

In  recent  years  three  Acts  of  Parliament  have  given  local 
authorities  duties  in  relation  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  animals. 
These  Acts  are  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  the  Animal  Boarding 
Establishments  Act,  1965,  and  the  Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964» 

The  two  former  are  administered  by  the  District  Council  and  the 
latter  by  the  Bucks.  County  Council. 

Since  March,  1966,  Mr.  David  D.  Unwin,  B.VetoMed.,  M.RoCoV.S., 
has  carried  out  the  inspection  of  premises  and  animals  under  the 
Acts  enforced  by  the  Council „ Administrative  provisions  are  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

(a)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 

This  Act  regulates  the  conditions  in  which  pet  animals  are 
kept  pending  sale.  It  provides  for  the  licensing  of  premises  from 
which  pet  animals  are  sold  and  empowers  a Local  Authority  to  make 
conditions  regarding  the  nousing  and  care  of  the  pets. 

There  is  one  licenced  pet  shop  and  one  wholesaler  of  gold- 
fish and  tortoises  in  the  town.  The  conditions  attached  to  the 
licences  have  been  complied  with. 

(b)  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1965 

This  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection 
by  local  authorities  of  any  establishment  at  which  a business  of 
providing  accommodation  for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on. 

One  licence  has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  premises  accommodating  40  dogs  and  30  cats.  Satisfactory 
conditions  have  been  maintained. 


17 . THE  FACTORIES  ACT.  196l 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  enforcing  certain  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  relating  to  health,  and  annexed  to  this  report 
are  tables  giving  particulars  of  the  visits  made  to  factories  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  cases  in  which  defects  were  found0 

During  the  past  two  years  all  registered  factories  have 
been  visited  at  least  once,  as  a result  of  which  a substantial 
number  of  defects  have  oeen  remedied  or  improvements  made  in 


sanitary  conveniences  in  compliance  with  notices  served. 

Plans  of  new  factories  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  appropriate  comments  are  passed  to  the  architects 
concerned  with  a view  to  ensuring  that  sanitary  conveniences  and 
other  provisions  as  to  health  meet  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

The  principal  industries  in  which  local  factories  are  engaged 
are  indicated  by  the  list  following! 

Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power) 


Descaling  fluid  1 

Car  accessories  1 

Factories  (with  power) 

Light  engineering  24 

Woodware,  joinery  and  sawmills  15 

Motor  vehicle  repairs  15 

Printers  9 

Brushware  4 

Food  manufacture  and  packing  4 

Aircraft  seats  4 

Foundries  1 

Injection  moulding  1 

Boot  manufacturers  2 

Instrument  manufacturers  2 

Shoe  repairs  1 

Tubular  furniture  5 

Scrap  sorting  and  packing  1 

Radio  and  T.V.  repairs  2 

Gas  and  electricity  suppliers  2 

Tailors  2 

Jewellers  1 

Other  industries  30 


123 

Outworkers 

Under  Section  133  of  'the  Factories  Act,  1961,  the  occupier 
of  every  factory  employing  outworkers  in  certain  specified  classes 
of  work  must  send  to  the  District  Council  during  the  months  of 
February  and  August  of  each  year  a list  showing  all  the  outworkers 
employed  by  him  during  the  previous  six  months.  A table  showing  the 
persons  employed  as  outworkers  in  the  specified  trades  in  Chesham  is 
annexed  to  the  report. 
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18.  OFFICES .SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  Aot,  which  came  into  force  during  1964  s makes  provision 
for  securing  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to 
work  in  offices,  shops  and  certain  railway  premises . The  Council 
are  responsible  for  enforcing  the  general  provisions  of  the  Act  in 
most  of  the  office  and  shop  premises  in  the  Chesham  Urban  District. 

H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  enforce  the  general  provisions  of  the 
Act  in  railway  premises,  in  fuel  storage  depots  on  railway  land  and 
in  factory  offices.  In  addition , they  are  responsible  for  premises 
owned  or  occupied  by  the  Crown  and  those  occupied  by  local  authorities. 
The  fire  provisions  of  the  Act  are,  at  most  premises  in  the  District, 
enforced  by  the  Buckinghamshire  County  Council. 

Registration  of  Premises 

Section  49  of  the  Act  requires  occupiers  of  premises  within 
scope  to  register  them  with  the  appropriate  authority.  23  premises 
were  newly  registered  with  the  Council  during  the  year.  Inspection 
of  registered  premises  revealed  a number  that  were  no  longer  within 
the  scope  of  the  Act  and  others  that  had  closed  down.  After  removal 
of  these  premises  the  total  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  208,  an  increase  of  6 on  the  corresponding  figure  for 
1968. 


Immediately  it  is  known  that  new  piemises  are  occupied  or 
that  there  has  been  a ohange  of  occupier  at  existing  premises,  a 
visit  is  made  to  ascertain  if  the  Act  will  apply  to  the  premises. 

The  occupiers  whose  premises  should  be  registered  are  informed  of 
their  statutory  obligations  under  the  Act  and  registration  forms 
are  sent  to  them.  Whilst  the  responsibility  for  registration  rests 
on  the  employer,  few  new  employers  would  register  unless  this  procedure 
was  adopted. 

Inspection  of  Premises 

( a ) Comment  on  inspection  arrangements 

All  registered  premises  in  Chesham  have  received  at  least 
one  general  inspection  under  the  Act.  A ’'general  inspection99  means 
one  in  which  notice  is  taken  of  compliance  with  all  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  which  the  authority  enforce.  The  survey  of  premises 
registered  at  the  commencement  of  the  Act  was  completed  In  1967 
and  all  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  since  then 
have  been  inspected  soon  after  registration. 

Having  achieved  this  position  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
will  in  future  operate  a programme  of  inspections  that  will  ensure 
that  all  registered  premises  receive  a general  inspection  at  least 
once  in  every  three  years.  It  is  considered  better  to  carry  out  one 
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thorough  inspection  of  the  complete  premises  at  pre-arranged  inter- 
vals rather  than  make  a number  of  casual  visits  when  the  whole  of  the 
premises  would  not  necessarily  be  covered  on  all  aspects  of  the  Act. 
Priority  will,  however,  still  be  given  to  the  inspection  of  new 
premises  or  premises  where  there  has  been  a change  of  occupier.  This 
early  contact  with  newly  registered  employers  is  of  the  greatest  value 
as  they  are  so  often  ignorant  of  their  responsibilities.  There  will, 
of  course,  be  some  premises  that  will  receive  more  frequent  inspections 
than  others?  premises  where  there  are  outstanding  defects,  those 
where  conditions  are  known  to  deteriorate  rapidly  after  inspection, 
where  accidents  have  occurred  or  where  there  are  particularly  haz- 
ardous operations  carried  on. 

A substantial  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act  are 
food  shops  and  these  will  receive  frequent  routine  visits  by  Inspectors 
checking  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

It  should  perhaps  be  pointed  out  that  a three  year  cycle 
of  visits  will  mean  about  70  general  inspections  each  year  and  main- 
tenance of  this  programme  will  depend  upon  the  staff  available  from 
year  to  year  and  the  relative  urgency  of  other  duties. 

Inspectors  carrying  out  general  inspections  usually  notify 
the  employers  concerned  a short  time  before-hand  so  that  a responsible 
person  is  present  when  the  visit  is  made.  Prior  notice  of  visits 
for  other  purposes  is  not  usually  given.  When  inspections  have  been 
completed  a written  list  of  the  infringements  found  is  invariably 
sent  to  the  person  responsible.  Advice  on  the  steps  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  Act  is  freely  given.  Follow-up  visits  are  arranged 
after  a suitable  period.  Only  in  cases  of  very  serious  offences  or 
of  undue  delay  in  complying  with  written  requests  are  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  for  consideration  of  legal  proceedings. 

(b)  Inspections  during  1969 

During  1969 9 34  premises  received  a general  inspection  and 
the  total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises 
(including  general  inspections)  was  195 • 

Operation  and  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

During  1969  a total  of  29  written  notices  notifying  84  con- 
traventions were  sent  out  to  the  persons  responsible.  The  most 
frequently  occurring  defects  related  to  the  cleanliness,  temperature 
and  lighting  of  rooms,  safety  of  floors,  passages  and  stairs,  and 
the  provision  of  first-aid  materials. 

An  analysis  of  the  total  contraventions  recorded  during 
the  year  is  given  below 8 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions  of  the  Act 


Section 

of  Act  Subject 

4 Cleanliness  of  rooms  and 

furnishings 

6 Temperature  of  workroom 

8 Lighting  of  premises 

9 Provision  and  maintenance  of 

sanitary  conveniences 

10  Provision  and  maintenance  of 

washing  facilities 

11  Supply  of  drinking  vessels 

16  Safety  of  floors,  passages 

and  stairs 


Number  of  Contraventions  found 
and  notified  to  owners  or  occupiers 

10 

10 

11 

8 

3 
2 

12 


17  Fencing  of  exposed  parts  of 


machinery  5 

24  First  Aid  Materials  12 

50  Information  for  Employees  10 

Other  Matters  1 


To  tal  84 


Since  1964  when  the  Act  came  into  operation  no  less  than 
258  informal  notices  have  been  served®  At  the  end  of  19&9  only  11- 
notices  had  not  been  complied  with®  Furthermore  8 of  these  out- 
standing  notices  were  all  served  as  recently  as  1968  or  1969 o 

The  circumstances  relating  to  the  three  notices  outstanding 
for  over  2 years  are  briefly  as  follows  § 

One  notice  concerns  overcrowding  of  employees  in  an  office® 
Plans  for  an  extension  of  the  office  are  in  preparation,  but  in  the 
meantime  some  of  the  overcrowding  has  been  relieved  by  the  provision 
of  accommodation  in  a caravan  on  the  site®  Another  of  the  long  out- 
standing  notices  requires  the  provision  of  additional  sanitary 
accommodation  and  compliance  has  been  delayed  due  to  negotiations 
for  purchase  of  the  property  by  the  occupier®  The  third  notice 
requires  only  the  provision  of  adequate  washing  facilities  but  the 
occupier  has  delayed  installing  these  whilst  considering  general 
improvement  of  the  premises® 
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In  last  year’s  report  reference  was  made  to  outstanding 
contraventions  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  multi-occupied  premises 
in  the  High  Street,,  After  protracted1  correspondence  and  consulta- 
tions "between  the  Council’s  Officers' and  the  owner  and  his  solicitors, 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  met  early  in  1969  when  the  existing 
sanitary  and  washing  facilities  were  put  in  good  order  and  the  number 
of  employees  on  the  premises  was  reduced  so  that  additional  W„C0s0 
and  wash-hand  basins  were  not  required „ 

New  Offices  and  Shops 

As  previously  reported  all  plans  which  are  submitted  to 
the  Council  and  show  new  offices,  shops  or  other  premises  likely 
to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  are  examined  by  a Public  Health 
Inspector  before  approval „ Architects  have  still  to  be  reminded 
about  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  relevant  Regulations,,  This 
advisory  work  is  restricted  somewhat  by  the  fact  that  most  new 
offices  and  shops  are  built  to  let  and  at  the  time  when  plans  are 
submitted  the  type  of  business  and  number  of  employees  are  not  known,, 
Tne  facilities  agreed  upon  have  therefore  to  be  based  upon  provisional 
figures  and  likely  activities 0 

Accidents 


Section  48  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963  requires  occupiers  of  premises  which  are  subject  to  the  Act 
to  report  any  accident  which  causes  the  death  of  an  employee,  or 
disables  an  employee  from  doing  his  normal  work  for  more  than  3 
daySo  Reports  of  accidents  must  be  submitted  to  the  authority  on 
the  prescribed  form  0SR2„ 

There  were  4 accidents  notified  during  the  period  covered 
by  this  Report o 

It  is  conjectural  whether  this  low  number  indicates  freedom 
from  accidents  or  whether  it  means  a failure  on  the  part  of  employers 
to  report  accidents „ Employers  may  need  reminding  about  their 
responsibilities  on  this  matter  and  consideration  is  being  given 
to  sending  an  appropriate  circular  on  the  subject  to  all  registered 
premises „ 


During  the  year,  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the 
occupiers  of  a "butcher's  shop  for  not  providing  adequate  first-aid 
materials 0 The  infringement  came  to  notice  during  an  investigation 
into  an  accident  which  occurred  in  1968,  in  which  an  employee 
lacerated  his  hand  when  chopping  meat,,  The  defendants  pleaded 
guilty  and  a fine  of  £20  was  imposed  with  £10  10s „ 0d»  costs « 
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Prescribed  Particulars 


The  appendix  to  the  report  contains  the  following  tables 9 
giving  the  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Act* 


TABLE  A - Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 
Registered  Premises 


TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered 
Premises  by  Workplace 

TABLE  D - Exemptions 

TABLE  E - Prosecutions 

TABLE  F - Staff 
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SECTION  VII 
INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  MILK 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Since  1949 » the  duties  of  local  authorities  have  "been  concerned 
mainly  with  the  enforcement  of  provisions  relating  to  the  distribution 
of  milk  and  its  handling  and  treatment  at  premises  other  than  dairy 
farms.  The  provisions  with  regard  to  the  infection  of  milk  with 
diseases  communicable  to  man  are  also  the  responsibility  of  local 
authorities o 

Two  shopkeepers,  intending  to  sell  either  ’pasteurised’  or 
’ultra-heat  treated’  milk  in  bottles  or  cartons,  were  newly  registered 
as  milk  distributors  during  the  year.  A total  of  12  milk  distributors 
and  one  dairy  are  registered  in  the  Urban  District.  One  producer/ 
retailer  operates  from  premises  in  the  District* 

Milk  supplies  are  sampled  regularly  by  Officers  of  the  Bucks. 
County  Council  and  tested  for  both  compositional  and  bacteriological 
quality. 


Tests  to  check  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  at  the  local 
dairy  are  arranged  regularly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  J>6  washed  milk  bottles  in  6 batches  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  All  results  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

No  action  to  deal  with  infected  supplies  of  milk  was  necessary 
during  the  year. 


2.  ICE-CREAM 


The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  the  ice- 
cream sold  from  the  shops  is  of  the  pre-packed  variety  supplied  by 
large  firms  distributing  on  a national  scale.  The  vehicles  from 
which  ice-cream  is  sold  are  also  operated  by  firms  whose  premises 
are  situated  outside  the  district. 

No  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  during  1969* 
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% LIQUID  EGG 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1965 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1964  > require  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg  to  be  used 
in  food  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  other  than  egg 
broken  out  on  the  food  manufacturer's  premises  and  used  within  24 
hours.  The  Regulations  prescribe  the  method  of  pasteurisation  and 
the  test  to  be  satisfied.  Enforcement  is  the  responsibility  of 
local  authorities.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the 
district. 


4.  FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 

(a)  Food  Businesses 

The  table  following  shows  the  categories  of  trade  carried 
on  in  the  food  premises  in  the  district  subject  to  these  Regulations. 


Principal 

Business 

No. 

Fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  16  + 

Reg.  19  * 
applicable 

Fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg.  19 

Grocery 

36 

36 

36 

34 

Greengrocery 

10 

10 

10 

7 

Butcher 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Wet  fish 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fish  Frying 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Sweet  Shops 

16 

16 

16 

9 

Catering 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Canteens 

11 

11 

11 

11 

School  Meals 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Manuf  ac  turing 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Clubs,  Halls 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Warehouses 

3 

3 

- 

151 

151 

148 

136 

NOTE  + Regulation  16  requires  the  provision  of  wash-hand 
basins  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  or  warm  water. 

* Regulation  19  requires  in  all  food  premises  in  which  open 
food  is  handled  the  provision  of  sinks  or  other  facilities  for  washing 
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food  and  equipment,,  The  occupiers  of  the  12  premises  not  fitted 
to  comply  with  Regulation  19  have  been  granted  Certificates  of 
Exemption  by  the  Council  and  in  granting  these  exemptions  the 
Counoil  had  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  food  handled,  mainly  fruit, 
vegetables  and  confectionery,  and  the  limited  equipment  used  upon 
the  premises o 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

The  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  stored,  manufactured 
or  sold  continues  to  be  an  important  duty  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
Visits  are  made  to  all  such  premises  and  those  with  a record  of  poor 
hygiene  are  given  frequent  inspections. 

During  the  year  the  Inspectors  made  297  visits  to  premises 
subject  to  the  Regulations,  On  24  occasions  written  notices  detailing 
infringements  found  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible.  The  matters 
concerned  are  summarised  below. 


Regulation 

Item 

No,  of 
Cases 

6 

Equipment  not  kept  clean 

8 

14 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  kept  clean 

3 

14 

’’Wash  Hands"  notice  not  displayed 

3 

14 

W 0 C 0 used  as  a food  room 

1 

16 

Washing  facilities  not  maintained 

16 

16 

Washing  facilities  not  kept  clean 

2 

17 

Absence  of  first  aid  materials 

2 

19 

Sinks  not  provided  or  maintained 

4 

20 

Inadequate  lighting  to  food  rooms 

1 

21 

Inadequate  ventilation  to  food  rooms 

1 

23 

Food  rooms  not  kept-  clean 

24 

23 

Pood  rooms  in  disrepair 

1 

23 

Risk  of  rodent  infestation 

2 

24 

Yards  not  kept  in  a clean  state 

1 

Total 

69 

(c)  Legal  Proceedings 

On  one  visit  to  premises  at  which  meat  and  grocery  goods  were 
stored  and  prepared  for  sale,  ten  infringements  of  the  Pood  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  i960  were  found,  despite  previous  warnings 
to  the  occupier  about  unsatisfactory  conditions.  It  was  decided 
that  the  occupier  should  be  prosecuted  for  the  offences  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  Court  proceedings  were  being  arranged  by  the  Council’s 
solicitors. 
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(d)  The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets 8 Stalls  & Delivery- 
Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966 

These  Regulations  had,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  been  in 
operation  for  three  years,  yet  many  persons  operating  stalls  and 
vehicles  are  totally  ignorant  of  their  existence. 

A useful  explanatory  booklet  on  the  Regulations,  published 
by  the  Health  Education  Council  Limited,  is  distributed  to  local  food 
businesses  carrying  on  a delivery  service*  In  an  accompanying  letter 
the  opportunity  is  taken  to  point  out  to  traders  that  unless  covered 
by  certain  defined  exemptions,  they  have  a choice  of  either  wrapping 
or  otherwise  protecting  the  food  carried,  or  of  providing  water  supply, 
washing  facilities  and  first  aid  equipment  on  the  delivery  vehicles 0 
The  point  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  fully  understood  or  accepted  by 
some  retailers . 

41  inspections  were  made  of  stalls,  mobile  shops  and  delivery 
vehicles*  A large  number  of  retailers  operate  over  a wide  area  and, 
when  unsatisfactory  conditions  are  found  in  these  cases,  it  is  usual 
to  notify  the  Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  authority  from  which 
they  operate*  On  19  occasions  written  notices  detailing  infringements 
found  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible*  The  matters  are  summarised 
as  follows? 


Regulation 

Item 

No*  of 
Cases 

5 

Stalls/Vehicles  not  kept  clean 

10 

7 

Food  exposed  to  contamination 

1 

9 

Failure  to  wear  clean  head  covering 

4 

9 

Failure  to  wear  clean  over  clothing 

3 

13 

Absence  of  name  and  address  on  vehicle 

10 

16 

Absence  of  washing  facilities 

7 

17 

Absence  of  first  aid  materials 

2 

18 

Absence  of  suitable  sink  with  hot 

water 

2 

Total 

39 

* 

(e)  Poultry  Inspection 

The  provisions  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act,  1955 » and  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960,  apply  to  premises  at  which 
poultry  are  processed  for  sale  and  local  authorities  are  responsible 
for  seeing  that  the  Act  and  Regulations  are  complied  with.  There 
are  no  large  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district,  but 
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processing  on  a small  scale  is  carried  on  at  a few  premises. 

No  inspection  of  poultry  at  the  premises  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


5.  REGISTRATION  OP  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE.  STORAGE 

OR  SALE  OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT .1955 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1968 

Added  to 
Register 

1969 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1969 

Total  on 
Register 
31.12.69 

Sale  and  storage  of 
ice-cream 

61 

1 

62 

Manufacture  of 
ice-cream 

2 

_ 

\ 

2 * 

Manufacture  of 
Preserved  Food 9 etc. 

20 

- 

rs> 

20 

Fish  Frying 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Totals 

87 

1 

(9 

88 

* No  ice-cream  was  manufactured  at  these  premises  in  1969 


6.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Since  September  1959  no  slaughtering  has  taken  place  in 
Che sham.  The  few  local  butchers  wishing  to  buy  meat  ”on  the  hoof” 
now  make  use  of  the  slaughtering  facilities  available  in  adjoining 
districts. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts.  1955  to  1954 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 
Slaughtermen? 


Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1968  - 2 
Applications  for  Licences  considered  during  1969  - 0 
Applications  for  Renewals  considered  during  1969  ~ 2 
Number  of  Slaughtermen  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1969  - 2 
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7 . INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

The  Pood  and  Drag's  Act,  1955s  gives  local  authorities  wide 
powers  to  deal  with  offences  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  foode  Section 
2 of  the  Act  deals  with  food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or  quality- 
demanded,  and  in  certain  instances,  complaints  falling  under  this 
Section  are  passed  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Bucks e County  Council, 
which  is  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  district,,  In  other 
cases,  however,  where  it  appears  that  the  offence  is  local  in 
character,  e0g0  the  sale  of  mouldy  food  by  a shopkeeper,  as  the 
result  of  poor  stock  control,  the  matter  is  dealt  with  by  this 
Authority o 


The  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  of  food  unfit  for  human 
consumption  is  covered  by  Section  8 of  the  Act,  and  ail  cases  are 
handled  by  this  Council 9 s Public  Health  Inspectors „ 

2 6 complaints  relating  to  food  or  food  containers  were 
received  during  the  year,,  6 of  these  were  passed  to  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Bucks 0 County  Council „ The  remaining  20  cases 
were  investigated  by  the  Council9  s Public  Health  Inspectors,,  The 
Council  instituted  legal  proceedings  in  5 of  the  cases;  all  offences 
were  proved  and  'ait total  of  £205  in  fines  and  £48  7°  0o  in  costs 

were  imposed  by  the  Court,, 

The  5 cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  involved 
a mouldy  meat  pie,  a mouldy  pasty,  a mouldy  gateau,  maggots  in 
vermicelli  and  beetles  in  barley  cereal „ Poor  stock  rotation  and 
inadequate  attention  to  the  proper  9 shelf  life9  of  the  products 
by  retailers  was  largely  to  blame  for  the  offences „ 

Unsound  Food  Condemned 

A considerable  amount  of  unsound  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  Department  by  traders  during  the  year,  details 
of  which  are  set  out  below „ 


Meat  at  retail  shops 
Cooked  meat  and  products 
Canned  meat 
Pish 

Other  foods 


tons 


lbs 


o 


5 


80 


2 


5 


5 


7 


30 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  normally  destroyed  by  incineration 
at  the  Council’s  plant  in  Latimer  Road,  Chesham0 


BoHo  BURNE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


LoD„  SATURLEY 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  year  19^9 
or  the  Urban  District  of  Ghesham  in  the. County  of  Buckingham 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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Part  I = Space  (Section  5 (2)  ) 

Part  II  = Temperature  (Section  6) 

Part  III  ~ Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  9) 
Part  IV  = Washing  Facilities  (Section  10 ) 
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Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 

connection  with  the  Act  **  NIL 


